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WEBDEAs @ A DBR & aon, 


No. 45 Union Street, 


- NEW isa «= 

Have constantly on hand a large assortment of | As oe * Jace 

Charts and Nautical Instruments, and. Works on “Navigon, ie 
—— COMPRISING —— _ ES 


Blunt's, Stories, Laurie’s, Steele’s and Horsburgh’s Publications, veh, ae 
Sextants, Quadrants, Octants, Barometers, Telescopes and sey . ee 
: Glasses, Thermometers, Gunter’s Seales, erate : a. Bia 
Parallel Rules, etc., ete. aug = == ae 
wm i GOLA ara eecdaiaae 

"aang Hast India ‘Directory, beau Navigator, = 
_ Bluni’s Coast Pilot, Shipmaster’s 


Assistant, Nautical = 
_, Almanacs, Lunar Tables, ete., etc, and fei ie ie <= ve 
“STATIONERY OF ALL KINDS. ~~ 

Paper, Quills; Ink, Wafers, Log Books, 


Log Slates, Journal Books; 
Pen Knives, Jack Knives, Steel Pens, Gold Pens, and e. oF. os, * 
BLANKS OF ALL KINDS, 


Sate eae? 


LIFE WITH A WHALING CAPTAIN 


On November 15, 1842, a young man of 26 left New Bedford, Mass. 
for the Pacific on his first voyage as Master of the whaling ship 
NIMROD, leaving behind in South Dartmouth, where they both lived, 

a young lady of 19. -He was Captain Wanton Howland Sherman, and 

she, Marianna Almy. A little over two years later, on January 5, 
1845, he returned. Just 23 days later, on January 28, Captain 
Sherman, now 28, married 21 year old Marianna. They had four months 
and 10 days together before Wanton left, again as Master of the 
NIMROD, on May 27th for the Indian Ocean and the North West. Marianna 
was left alone for three years. Upon his return on April 6, 1848, 

the young couple had five months and two weeks together in their 
South Dartmouth home. 

Even though they had been married for over three and a half 
years, they obviously felt that they had not been able to spend 
enough time together, for when he left for his next whaling voyage 
to the Pacific on September 22, 1848, Marianna accompanied her 
husband on the NIMROD, a trip which lasted until July 1, 1851. 

Women did not sail on whaling ships with the exception of the 
Captain's wife, Burxrxmgxxkez so Marianna had no female companionship. 
During the first year and a quarter she wrote a journal which she 
kept up until their daughter, Ellen Jane, was four months old. 

Ellen Jane had been born in Honolulu, Hawaii in the Sandwich Islands 
on August 6, 1849. A year and a half later, on February 24, 1851, 

a son, Humphrey, was born on the Society Island of Tahiti.. The 

sea must have been in Humphrey's blood because at age 26, he died 

in Amatape, Peru while on a voyage. 

When the NIMROD's trip ended on July 1, 1851, the family of 
four plus...Marianna was pregnant again...returned to South Dartmouth 
for a month and a half before Captain Sherman went to sea again, 
this time as Master of the CLEONE, Their second daughter, Clara 
Clifford, was born on November 12, 1852 but she didn't see her father 
till his voyage ended on May 28, 1855 when she was two and a half 


years old. This time the family, now with five members, was together 
for a little over five years until September of 1860. 


ana 


a ss we 


While Captain Sherman was at home for this extended period, 
little Marianna Almy was born on April 16, 1856, followed by 
Wanton Howland, Jr. on March 11, 1858, who lived for only one year, 
three months and two days. On July 31, 1860, about a year after 
his brother's death, another son was born. He was also named 
Wanton Howland Jr., but he lived to be 75. 

When little Wanton, Jr. was only a month or so old, Wanton,Sr. 
went to sea again, this time as Master of the whaler JIREH PERRY. 
He was able to make this voyage despite the Confederate privateers 
of the Civil War. Home again for only a month this time from June 
to July 27, 1864, Captain Sherman left again for another whaling 
voyage as Master of the JIREH PERRY. When he returned almost four 
years later on March 26, 1868, he retired from the sea at age 52. 

During the 26 years from 1842 to 1868, Captain Wanton Howland 
Sherman had spent 18} years at sea (16 of them as a married man), 
and only 6 years in South Dartmouth with his wife, Marianna, (my 
great-great-grandmother). After his retirement, they moved to 
Middletown, Conn. where Wanton,Sr., died in 1895 at age 78, and 
where Marianna died in 1910, age 86. 
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